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Abstract : This research aims to find out the effectiveness of the animated 
short film as media for teaching English narrative writing on the third grade 
students of SMA Negeri 8 Pontianak in academic year 2014/2015. The 
research method that used is a quasi-experimental and the research design 
that used is non-equivalent control group design. The study sample is 60 
students. The result of data analysis showed that mean score of the 
experimental class was higher (from 36.67 to 75.33) than control class (from 
41.33 to 62.50). The computation of the effect size with the score 1.48 ( > 
1.00) shows that the use of animated short film as media has the strong 
effect for teaching English narrative writing. 
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Abstrak : Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menemukan keefektifan dari film 
pendek animasi sebagai media untuk mengajar menulis narrative dalam 
bahasa inggris pada siswa kelas tiga dari SMA Negeri 8 Pontianak tahun 
ajaran 2014/2015. Metode penelitian yang digunakan adalah eksperimen 
semu dengan rancangan penelitian yang digunakan adalah non-equivalent 
control group. Sampel penelitian ini adala 60 siswa. Hasil analisis data 
menunjukan bahwa nilai rata-rata dari kelas eksperimen lebih tinggi (36,67-
75,33) daripada kelas kontrol (41,33-62,50). Perhitungan dari ukuran efek 
dengan nilai 1,48 (>1,00) menunjukan bahwa kegunaan dari film pendek 
animasi sebagai media memiliki efek yang kuat untuk mengajar menulis 
narative dalam bahasa inggris. 
 
Kata Kunci : menulis, teks narative, film pendek animasi 
 
 
riting is one of the language skills that is important to be improved in 
academic life. As stated by Harmer (2004:31) that, “Writing (as one of the 
four skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing) has always formed part of 
the syllabus in the teaching of English”. It means that English as a part of 
language education. Through writing, students can express their feeling, process 
information, and learn actively. English is not a new thing for Senior high school 
students, but they still have difficulties in studying English, especially in writing. 
Therefore, students need motivation to overcome their difficulties in writing.  
Most students find that writing is difficult, and this difficulty continues even 
years after their confidence in other language skills such as speaking, listening 
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and reading have grown. It is incredibly easier to read than write in a foreign 
language. In order to read, students need good vocabulary and enough grammarr 
but when it comes to writing, students need to select precise words then put them 
in a good order. Based on the researchers’ observation, writing is much more 
difficult, most students do not practice as much as they should. Therefore, 
students need motivation to overcome their difficulties in writing.  
A teacher needs to motivate their students because if the students have 
motivation, they will learn better. “A critical teacher role in promoting students 
learning is increasing students’ desire or motivation to learn” (Jacobsen, et al, 
2009:13). The teacher should know the appropriate techniques and media to 
promote the students’ learning. “In order to facilitate their students to 
communicate in good writing, the teacher have tried many efforts with the 
suitable media for teaching writing in the class” (Yudiati, 2011:1). Thus, if the 
teachers apply suitable media in teaching writing, they can hugely increase their 
students’ motivation and achievement in writing. Besides, there are many 
techniques or methods that use a suitable media to make the students to be able to 
write well. One of them is teaching writing through animated short film.  
Film is one of audiovisual media which has story that can help students in 
learning writing. It is an effective way of both motivating and helping students to 
understand language. Animated short film is a brief film about cartoon or 
animated. The duration of the film is about 7 to 10 minutes; therefore it will help 
teacher in managing time for teaching. One of the writing forms that should be 
made by the senior high school students is narrative text. “Narrative is a kind of 
texts that the purpose is to amuse or entertain and to deal with actual/imaginative 
experiences in different ways” (Sudarwati & Grace, 2007:74). It is in line with 
animated short film that belongs to narrative. Through watching the animated 
short film students can catch the idea of the setting, plot and the important thing is 
the moral value. Therefore, the students can make their own story based on their 
imagination after watching the film. In addition, animated short film is 
entertaining and time effective for teaching English narrative writing and it has 
been proved by some researchers. 
 
 
METHODS 
In order to know whether the effectiveness of Animated Short Film, this study 
employed experimental design with using quasi-experimental design to answer 
the research questions. The design that choosen is Nonequivalent control class 
design. The experiment class and control class is not choosen randomly. The main 
research questions will be answered by pretest and posttest. The students are 
given the pretest before the treatments and posttest after the treatments. According 
to Sugiyono (2011:116), the formula of Nonequivalent control class design is 
described as follows: 
O1   X   O2 
O3       O4 
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Where: 
O1 and O3  : The dependent variable before the manipulation of the 
independent variable X for both in the experimental class and 
control class. 
X : The independent variable, which is manipulated by the 
experimenter, it will also be referring to the treatment. 
O2  :  The dependent variable after the manipulation of the 
independent variable X in the experimental class. 
O4 : The dependent variable that is not given the independent 
variable X in the control class. 
 
Procedures of Research 
The steps as the process of conducting a quasi-experimental study are defined as 
follows: 
1. Defining the population 
The researcher defined the population. In this research, the population is all 
the third grade students of SMA Negeri 8 Pontianak. 
2. Taking the sample 
The researcher took two classes of third grade among seven classes as the 
sample by using cluster random sampling technique. In this research, the 
researcher took class IPS 3 as the experimental class and class IPS 2 as the 
control class. 
3. Choosing Film 
In order to have suitable films for teaching, the researcher used the criterias 
for selection the film that was adopted from Department of Education and 
Children’s services (2004:10) and developed by the researcher. They are as 
follows: 
a) The film are directly related to a school curriculum policy program; 
b) The film should be suitable and providing opportunities for all students 
regardless of race, sexuality, gender and moral value; 
c) The film is relevant for the age of the students for their emotional, 
intellectual, social, and cultural development; 
d) The story or plot of the film should be easy to be understood by the 
students; 
e) The duration of the film approximates 7-10 minutes.  
 In this research, the researcher use films entitled “Timun Mas, 
Bawang Merah Bawang Putih, and Jaka Tarub because those films are related 
to the curriculum KTSP in the third grade of SMA Negeri 8. The films that 
are choosen is relevant for the age of the students and the cultural 
development is east culture that is relevant to the culture in Indonesia. The 
films have a simple plot and English subtitle that make the students easy to 
understand the story. The duration of the short animated film is about 7-10 
minutes that is suitable in managing time of teaching. 
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4. Expert Judgment 
The researcher used expert judgment in order to measure the instrument of 
research (pre test and post test) before it is given to the students. In this 
research, the researcher used two expert judgments to check the validity of 
the instructions of the test. They both are the English teachers of SMA Negeri 
8 Pontianak. Then, they also assesing the score of studdents pre test and post 
test in experimental and control class. Thus, the score of three (the researcher 
and both English teachers) are summed to find the mean. 
5. Administering the pre test 
The researcher administered the pre test to both experimental and control 
class in order to measure some characteristics in English Narrative writing 
that were assessed for students before they receive treatments. Then, the 
researcher analyzes the result and finds the mean score. 
6. Giving the Treatment 
The researcher gave the treatment by using animated short film for the 
experimental class and narrative text for the control class. The treatment was 
given three times in order to minimize difference between means occured by 
chance. The researcher used the procedures that adopted from Brophy 
(2007:66) and developed by the researcher, they are as follows: 
a) The teacher ask question related to the film 
b) The teacher explain about the definition of narrative text 
c) The students watch the animated short film (for experimental class) 
The students read the narrative text (for control class) 
d) The teacher explain about the generic sturcture of narrative text 
e) The teacher asked about the generic structure in the films that have 
watched 
f) The students do the writing activity. 
7. Administering the Post test 
The researcher administered the post test to both experimental class and 
control class in order to measure some characteristics in English Narrative 
writing that were assessed for students after  received treatments.  
8. Organizing and analyzing the data 
The researcher organized all data and then analyzed the result of the post test 
and then compared the mean score of the between the experimental class and 
control class. 
 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
Findings 
In this research, first the researcher administering the pre test to both class of 
experimental class and control class. Then, the researcher found that the score of 
pre test in experimental class was a bit lower than the control class. The mean 
score of students’ pre test in experimental class is 36.67 and 41.33 in the control 
class. After that, the researcher gave treatment to experimental class for three 
times while control class was taught by conventional way or without treatment. 
The experimental class was taught by using the animated short film while the 
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control class was taught by using the narrative text. After the treatment was given, 
mean score of the experimental class become 75.33 and 62.50 in control class. 
This showed that the students’ score of experimental class increased more than the 
control class. Then the researcher computed the data analyzed into t-test formula : 
 
Table 1 
The data analyzed 
Statistics Experimental Control 
Sample n1 = 30 n2 = 30 
Mean Χ̅1 = 75.33 Χ̅2 = 62.50 
Standard Deviation S1 = 12.10 S2 = 11.42 
Variance S1
2 = 146.44 S2
2 = 130.41 
 
𝑡 =  
Χ̅1 −  Χ̅2
𝑠 √
1
𝑛1
+
1
𝑛2
 
Where : 𝑠 = √
(𝑛1−1)𝑆1
  2+(𝑛2−1)𝑆2 
  2
𝑛1+ 𝑛2−2
 
𝑠 = √
(30 − 1)146.44 + (30 − 1)130.41
30 +  30 − 2
  
𝑠 = √
4246.76 + 3781.89
58
 
𝑠 = √
8028.65
58
 
𝑠 = √138.425 
𝑠 = 11.76 
𝑡 =  
75.33 − 62.50
11.76 √
1
30 +
1
30
 
𝑡 =  
12.83
11.76 √0,07
 
𝑡 =  
12.83
11.76 𝑥 0.26
 
𝑡 =  
12.83
3.05
 
𝑡 =  4.20 
 
For α = 5% and df = 30+30-2 = 58, t(0.95)(58) = 1.67 
 
 As stated by Djudin (2011:22) that, “If t obtained < t critical : H0 
accepted : mean score of two groups are same. Then, if t obtained > t critical : H0 
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is rejected : the mean score of two groups are different significantly”. In this 
research, t obtained (4.20) > t critical (1.67), therefore H0 is rejected while Hα is 
accepted. Therefore, Hα of this research (the animated short film as media is 
effective in increasing the students’ ability in English narrative writing) is 
accepted. 
 
Table 2 
The Qualification of the effectiveness 
Effect Size Qualification 
0 – 0.20 Weak effect 
0.21 -0.50 Modest effect 
0.51 – 1.00 Moderate Effect 
> 1.00 Strong Effect 
 
(Cohen as cited in Muijs, 2004:139) 
 
 Based on the analysis of the data and computation, the effect size is 1.48 
with the category “strong effect”. Thus, the use of animated short film as media is 
effective in increasing students’ English narrative writing to the third grade 
students of SMA Negeri 8 Pontianak in academic year 2014/2015. 
 
Discussion 
 Firstly, the researcher administering the pre test on both (experimental and 
control). The pre test for the experimental class was given on Monday, August 11, 
2014 and for the control class the pre test was given on Thursday, August 14, 
2014. The result showed that the mean score of the experimental class was 36.67 
while the mean score of control class was 41.33. 
 After administering the pre test to both class and analyzing the result of the 
pre test, the researcher gave the different treatment to each class. For the 
experimental class the researcher taught the English narrative writing by using the 
animated short film as media while the control class the researcher taught by 
using narrative text or without using the animated short film. The treatment was 
given three times in three meetings for each class. 
 The first meeting for the experimental class was on Thursday, August 14, 
2014. The procedures of applying the film to teach writing was adopted from 
Brown and developed by the researcher based on the topic. In this research, the 
students were not accustomed to writing narrative story based on their own words 
because they have no idea to write so they were considerably difficult to write. 
Refering to the matter, researcher try modifying the procedures without 
eliminating the essense of strategy. First, the researcher asked students questions 
relating to the narrative then explained the definition of narrative. Second, the 
students watching the animated short film that choosen of some criteria. Third, the 
researcher explained the generic structure of narrative text and guide the students 
to write brieftly about the generic structure of the film that they have watched 
such as the orientation (who, when, where), complication (the problem), 
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resolution (problem solving), and re-orientation (moral value). Fourth, the 
researcher explained about the language features of the text such as simple past 
tense and the mechanics of the text such as punctuation. Then the students 
practice to arrange the generic structure that they have writen into a complete text 
with the language feature and also the mechanics.  
 During the first meeting the researcher found that students were 
enthusiastic and they wonder about the animated short film since it was the first 
time they were taught using animated short film. However, at first they were still 
confused about how to write text by watching a film. Then, they watched the first 
animated short film entitled Timun Mas. After that, the researcher explained about 
narrative text and guide them to write the generic structure of narrative text. The 
result of their writing is better than in the pre test. In the pre test their writing 
shows that they have no idea to write because their writing is not finished but in 
the first meeting they already know about the structure of the text so they write 
based on it. The second meeting was on Monday, August 18, 2014. The 
researcher also taught using the animated short film entitled Bawang Merah and 
Bawang Putih with similar genre, duration and procedure of teaching. In this 
meeting, the researcher did not introduce the animated short film, but only 
reviewed what she had explained on the last meeting. Then, the third meeting was 
on Thursday, August 21, 2014 with the same procedures and the film entitled Jaka 
Tarub with the genre and the duration that also similar with the two last films.  
 For control class, the first meeting was on Thursday, August 14, 2014. The 
procedures similar with the experimental class only the media is different. In the 
control class, the researcher taught by using narrative text with similar title of the 
animated short film in the experimental class. First, the researcher explained about 
narrative and asked the students to read the narrative text entitled Timun Mas by 
themselves. Second, the reseracher explained about the generic structure of the 
text and asked the students to determined which one the orientation (who, when, 
where), complication (the problem), resolution (problem solving), and re-
orientation (moral value). Third, the researcher explained about the language 
features of the text such as simple past tense and the mechanics. At last, the 
students did the writing based on the generic structure that have determined by 
themselves. The second meeting was on Friday, August 15, 2014 with the similar 
procedures and narrative text entitled Bawang Merah and Bawang Putih. Then, 
the third treatment was given on Thursday, August 28, 2014 with the similar 
procedures and the narrative text entitled Jaka Tarub. 
 At last, the researcher administered the post test on both class. For the 
experimental class the post test was given on Monday, August 25, 2014 and for 
control class was given on Friday, August 29, 2014. The result showed that the 
mean score of post test of experimental class is higher than the mean score of post 
test of control class. The mean score of post test of experimental class was 75.33 
and the control class was 62.50. Besides, the interval of mean score of 
experimental class was 38.67 while the interval of mean score of control class was 
22.17. Then, the researcher compute the effect size and the result was 1.48 or 
categorized as strong effect because it was > 1.00. From the result, the researcher 
conclude that the use of animated short film as media is effective in teaching 
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English narrative writing to the third grade students of SMA Negeri 8 Pontianak 
academic year 2014/2015. 
 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
Conclusion 
Based on the research findings and discussion, it can be concluded that The 
Animated Short Film is effective for teaching English narrative writing on the 
third grade students of SMA Negeri 8 Pontianak in academic year 2014/2015 and 
it strongly effective. The animated short films can help English language 
problems (poor comprehension, limited vocabulary, slow reading, and 
grammar/past tense). Narrative films in particular use language to advance plot, 
define characters, establish mood, and simply tell us what is going on. 
 
Suggestions 
Based on the result and the weaknesses of study, the researcher give suggestions 
as follows: (1) English teacher should be able to develop their techniques to teach 
the students in order to make them interested in learning. The use of animated 
short film in teaching and learning process is an intresting media because it can 
attract students’ interest and motivation in teaching and learning process, (2) the 
teacher should select a suitable film for the students. It should be based on the 
curriculum and think about the cultural development, moral value, and the 
duration of film. In order to manage the time, the duration of film is better not 
more than 10 minutes, (3) to improve writing ability, students should develop 
their own knowledge and do many excercises in order to get a better achievement 
in producing written text. 
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